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Editorial Note 

Welcome all to the Journal of Adult Education in Tanzania (JAET), Volume 25, 

Issue 2 for December 2023. The latest issue presents a rich tapestry of research and 

insights into the multifaceted landscape of adult education within Tanzanian 

context and across borders. In this edition, we delve into various aspects of adult 

learning, from innovative approaches to online course design to the challenges 

encountered by specific learner demographics. 

Adapting to the new normal: Innovations in online learning: The COVID-19 

pandemic has reshaped the educational landscape globally, prompting educators to 

explore innovative approaches to engage learners in online and hybrid 

environments. The case study presented in “Implementing Foundations of 

Quality through Online and Hybrid Course Design” by Florence Williams and 

Leah Tonette Gaines sheds light on how educators across the world have 

navigated this shift. By employing qualitative methods and emphasizing learner-

centred approaches, the study offers valuable insights into effective instructional 

design and fostering student engagement in the digital realm. 

Empowering instructors for effective online instruction: Instructors play a 

pivotal role in shaping the online learning experience for students. “Instructors’ 

Conceptions of the Efficacy and Motives for Online Instruction in Open and 

Distance Learning Mode” by Philipo Lonati Sanga underscores the importance 

of continuous professional development for educators. The findings underscore the 

need for institutions to invest in comprehensive training programmes tailored to the 

specific needs of online instructors, thereby enhancing the quality of distance 

education delivery. 

Navigating challenges in research and student support: Research and support 

services are integral components of adult education programmes. The studies 

“Challenges Facing ODL Students when Conducting Research in Tanzania” 

by Kija Steven Magembe and “Challenges Facing Teenage Mothers Re-

Admitted to Non-Formal Education System in Tanzania” by Zawadi P. 

Mmassy shed light on the obstacles encountered by learners in their academic 

journey. From the logistical hurdles of conducting research to the socio-economic 

barriers faced by marginalized populations, these studies provide valuable insights 

for policymakers and practitioners striving to create inclusive and supportive 

learning environments. 
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Looking Ahead: Fostering Growth and Inclusivity: As we reflect on the diverse 

array of topics covered in this issue, it becomes evident that adult education is a 

dynamic field undergoing constant evolution. By embracing innovative 

pedagogical approaches, investing in instructor development, and addressing the 

unique needs of diverse learner groups, we can foster a culture of lifelong learning 

and empowerment. JAET remains committed to advancing scholarly discourse and 

driving positive change in the realm of adult education. 

We extend our sincere gratitude to the authors, reviewers, and readers who have 

contributed to the success of this issue. Together, let us continue to explore new 

frontiers in adult education and work towards a brighter future for learners across 

Tanzania and beyond. 

 

Dr. Sempeho I. Siafu 

Chief Editor 

 

 


